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September  16,  1955 

Dear  poworkers: 

NATIONAL  A-H  ACHIEVEMENT  DAY  - November  12 

I ■ ^ ■ ' * 

To  supplement  the  plans  you  have  in  the  making,  may  wa  alert  you  to  the 
ones  that  we  know  about  from  here.  We  all  recognize  that  Achievement  Day 
is  really  most  important  at  community  and  county  levels.  The  following 
program  aids  are  now  being  arranged? 

1.  A statement  from  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture 

2.  A fact  sheet  for  information  use 

3.  Radio  and  television  contacts 

4-  A sheet  of  line  drawings  which  might  be  useful  for 
circular  letters 

5.  Mat  service  - made  available  by  the  National  Committee 
6*  Issues  of  National  4-H  Club  News  for  many  excellent  ideas 


Many  folks  from  the  Division  of  Information  Programs  and  from  the  National 
Gommittee  on  Boys  and  Girls  Club  Work  are  cooperating  with  us  in  prepara- 
tion of  these  materials. 


We  do  not  anticipate  issuing  a manual  of  suggestions.  May  we  suggest  you 
continue  to  use  the  *' National  4-H  Events”  Handbook.  As  long  as  there  is 
discussion  about  possible  rescheduling  of  4-H  events  we  do  not  want  to  re- 
issue a new  handbook  of  this  type. 

One  more  idea  - Several  States  are  saying  that  they  use  Achievement  Month, 
or  at  least  a longer  period  of  time  than  just  one  day.  It  might  work  out 
very  well  for  a State,  or  county  to  designate  a period  of  time  within  which 
local  events  might  be  scheduled. 


DATES  FOR  1956 

As  the  calendar  stands  now,  the  following  are  scheduled  dates  for  4-H 
events  in  1956; 


National  4-H  Club  Week 
Rural  Life  Sunday 
National  4-H  Club  Camp 
National  4-H  Achievement  Day 
National  4-H  Club  Congress 


March  3 to  11 
May  6 

June  13  to  20 
November  10 
November  25  to  29 


4-H  139(9-55) 
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AGRICULTURAL  PROGRAM  PROJECTION 

Currently,  at  the  request  of  the  Extension  Committee  on  Organization  and 
Policy,  plans  are  underway  in  most  States  for  a more  concerted  effort  in 
program  development. 

This  effort  is  all  inclusive  within  Extension  and  is  in  cooperation  with 
other  groups  at  the  county  level.  Therefore,  a concern  for  young  people  is 
a part  of  it.  & goal  is  to  develop  comprehensive  plans  by  December  1,  1955 , 
for  projecting  Extension  programs  five  years  ahead  in  10  percent  of  the 
counties.  This  work  in  selected  counties  will  be  aided  by  appropriate  State 
committees  and  individuals. 

Some  State  4-H  Club  and  YMW  staff  members  are  now  involved  in  such  work.  As 
suggestions  for  the  kind  of  information  and  questions  that  local  people  will 
be  asking,  we  list  a few  considerations  belows 

1.  How  many  young  people  of  4-H  Club  age  will  be  available  and  needing 
the  services  of  Extension  in  your  State  or  county?  (In  the  U.  S. 
by  I960  we  will  have  about  13,100,000  young  people  on  farms  and  in 
rural  areas  as  compared  with  9,522,065  in  1950,  according  to  Census 
data.  This  is  an  increase  of  about  3$%»  The  forecast  is  for  24  per- 
cent increase  in  farm  youth  10  to  21  years  of  age  and  52  percent  increase 
in  rural  non-farm.  Urban  youth  will  increase  about  52  percent  in  the 
same  period. 

2.  What  vocational  career  opportunities  are  there  to  get  started  in  farm- 
ing? In  other  vocations? 

3.  What  social  and  recreational  facilities  are  available? 

4.  What  opportunities  are  there  in  youth  groups  to  develop  leadership? 

IS  THERE  NEED  FOR  ANOTHER  4-H  MOVIE? 

Preliminary  interest  in  producing  a new  4-H  movie  has  been  expressed  by  a 
long-time  cooperating  friend  of  Extension  work,  if  there  is  a need  for  it. 
Plans  would  need  to  get  underway  this  fall.  First  step,  we  feel,  is  to 
survey  the  States  and  find  out  if  there  is  a real  need.  If  so,  what  kind 
of  visual  aid  would  be  most  useful  and  what  should  be  the  general  subject? 

We  are  enclosing  a brief  q estionnaire  for  use  of  each  State,  Alaska,  Hawaii 
and  Puerto  Eico,in  suggesting  your  needs.  Will  you  return,  please  by  Oct. 10? 
HOW  CAN  WE  DO  THE  JOB  WITH  OLDER  4-H'ERS? 

Some  of  you  have  been  asking  about  Lloyd  Rutledge’s  work.  As  you  know, 
the  Committee  on  Organization  and  Policy  and  the  Extension  4-H  Subcommittee 
have been  interested  in  strengthening,  planning  and  developing  our  programs 
for  our  older  (14-20)  4-H  Club  members.  It  is  in  this  area  that  Lloyd  has 
begun  his  work. 

For  the  look  ahead  we  might  first  see  where  we  are.  What  is  the  situation? 

A good  job  has  been  done.  4-H  membership  has  grown  continuously,  program 
content  has  increased,  public  support  has  been  greatly  strengthened.  A long 
list  of  these  plus  features  could  be  listed.  Let's  look  at  our  potential,  too. 
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There  are  approximately  10  million  rural  youth  in  the  United  States  10  to 
20  years  of  age*  inclusive.  In  1953  Extension  served  approximately  19  per- 
cent of  these  in  4-H  Clubs.  We  effectively  recruit  4-H  members  - 65  per- 
cent of  all  farm  and  rural,  nonfarm  boys  and  girls  take  part  at  some  time 
in  their  lives.  However,  are  we  holding  their  interest  and  influencing  them 
long  enough? 

Most  4-H'ers  join  at  the  age  of  10  or  under.  The  average  tenure  in  1953  was 
2.7  years.  The  percentage  of  total  4-H  membership  for  1952  in  the  five-year 
age  bracket  16  to  20  w~s  only  11.5.  Our  service  to  this  older  age  group 
of  boys  and  girls  has  been  decreasing  relative  to  total  participation  and  to 
the  numbers  in  this  age  group,  but  has  been  increasing  in  terms  of  absolute 
numbers . 

If  this  is  the  situation  can't  we  assume  that  an  examination  of  our  past  and 
present  programs  and  methods  may  reveal  where  we  can  better  meet  the  educa- 
tional needs  of  our  older  4-H  members?  So  many  of  you  are  saying  that  in- 
adequacy of  4-H  program  content  for  older  boys  and  girls  is  a major  problem. 
Here  is  a job  to  be  done!  No  one  seems  to  have  all  the  answers.  Many  of  you 
have  some  program  contents  which  have  proved  successful. 

Can  we  take  the  parts  and  create  the  whole  that  will  hold  our  older  members? 
This  may  be  our  first  step.  Actually,  our  program  content  is  lagging  far 
behind  our  present  know-how  of  improved  methods,  procedures  and  needs  of 
boys  and  girls.  On  the  other  hand  to  do  the  job  we  may  need  further  study 
and  action-type  research.  This  has  prompted  our  letter  (Ed  Alton's 
letter  of  September  19)  of  inquiry  to  you  about  nominating  some  counties 
which  are  making  progress  toward  programs  which  meet  the  interest  and  needs 
of  older  4-H  members.  We  hope  this  can  be  our  taking  off  point  together. 

ADDITIONAL  AUTHORIZATION  TO  USE  4-H  NAME  AND  EMBLEM 

In  keeping  with  a recommendation  of  the  Extension  Subcommittee  on  4-H  Club 
Work,  Mr.  Ferguson  has  now  authorized  the  following  concerns  to  use  the  name 
and  emblem  of  4-H  Club  work  on  fair  premium  ribbons,  rosettes,  and  cards. 

It  w s deemed  in  the  best  interest  of  Extension  work  that  these  companies  be 
authorized  to  manufacture  and  distribute  fair  items  directly  to  fair  asso- 
ciations, State  4-H  Club  Leaders  and  others  rather  than  to  require  all  such 
orders  to  be  channeled  through  the  National  Committee  on  Boys  and  Girls 
Club  Work. 

Fair  Publishing  House,  Inc.,  Norwalk,  Ohio 
Hodges  Badge  Compary,  Boston,  Massachusetts 
B.  Pasquale  Company,  San  Francisco,  California 
The  Somer  Badge  Manufacturing  Company, 

Newark,  New  Jersey 
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ENROLLMENTS  IN  YOUTH  PROGRAMS 

Some  of  you  have  indicated  interest  in  knowing  comparative  enrollments  in 
various  youth-serving  programs.  The  following  were  1954  membership 
figures: 


Boy  Scouts 
Girl  Scouts 
Camp  Fire  Girls 
Future  Farmers 
Future  Homemakers 


2,777,255 

1,750,000 

370,000  (approx.) 
371, 592 
408, 568 


4-H  Clubs 


2,104,787 


We  were  challenged  in  our  thinking  by  some  figures  the  Boy  Scouts  issued 
about  participation  of  rural  boys.  According  to  their  figures  (rural  only) 
the  following  participated  in  youth  programs,. 


4-H  Clubs 

943,215 

Boy  Scouts 

651,765 

Future  Farmers  and 

New  Farmers 

409,618 

Other 

12,000 

Without  National 
membership  in  a 

youth  program 

3,568,043 

(63.8  percent) 


They  were  saying  that,  with  only  63.8  percent  of  rural  boys  belonging  to 
any  youth  program,  there  is  need  for  closer  cooperation  between  all  rural 
youth-serving  groups  to  give  opportunities  to  a higher  percentage. 


A related  problem  needs  closer  study.  What  percent  of  rural  youth  join 
but  drop  out  of  all  organizations  and  programs?  We  know  that  at  one 
time  or  another  65  percent  of  all  rural  boys  and  girls  join  a 4-H  Club. 
The  key  problem  is  drop-outs  and  tenure  of  membership. 

CITATIONS  MADE  AT  REGIONAL  CAMP 


One  of  the  highlights  of  Regional  4-H  Camp  was  the  presentation  of  citations 
to  citizens  who  have  rendered  outstanding  service  to  this  important  seg- 
ment of  Extension  work.  Awards  went  to:  Horace  Heidt,  band  leader; 

C.  A.  Scott,  editor;  Mrs.  Laura  R.  Daly,  retired  home  demonstration  agent; 
and  John  Gammon,  /'rkansas  Farm  Bureau  Leader. 

Letters  from  delegates  and  leaders,  as  well  as  the  response  from  other 
sources,  indicate  that  this  Regional  Camp  event  was  a very  successful  one. 
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NOMINATIONS  FOR  NATIONAL  CAMP  CITATIONS  TO  FRIENDS  OF  4-H  CLUB  WORK 
(1956  Camp) 

Each  State  may  submit  the  name  or  names  of  candidates  for  this  honor  on  the 
attached  form  by  December  1,  1955.  Please  include  a comprehensive  state- 
ment giving  reasons  why  each  candidate  is  worthy  of  the  citation  and  show- 
ing how  4-H  Club  Work  has  benefited  on  a regional  or  national  scale.  A 
picture  of  each  candidate  will  be  helpful.  The  final  selection  of  recip- 
ients will  be  made  by  the  vote  of  the  Subcommittee  on  4-H  Club  Work  at 
the  winter  meeting. 

S-D  (SAFE  DRIVING)  DAY.  DECEMBER  1 

S-D  (Safe  Driving)  Day  will  climax  the  safe  driving  campaign  culminating 
in  S-D  Day  on  December  1.  This  is  a nationwide  effort  to  curb  the  great 
number  of  traffic  accidents.  It  is  designed  to  mobilize  the  efforts  of 
all  groups  on  Main  Street,  Home  Town,  U.S.A.  Really  it  is  an  effort  in 
which  everyone  can  take  part.  A director  will  be  named  for  the  S-D  cam- 
paign in  each  State.  4-H  Clubs  are  urged  to  participate.  It  can  well  be 
an  important  part  of  the  clubs1  safety  program.  More  information  nay  be 
secured  from  your  1955  State  S-D  Day  Directors  or  the  President’s  Committee 
for  Traffic  Safety,  General  Services  Building,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 

TWO  "ALERTS”  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  UNITED  NATIONS 

United  Nations  Dav  - October  24.  If  you  would  like  additional  information 
or  program  suggestions,  these  are  available  from  the  U.  S.  Committee  for 
the  United  Nations,  812  21st  Street,  N.  W.,  Washington  6,  D.  C.  You  might 
be  particularly  interested  in  "Youth  for  the  UN",  which  was  prepared  es- 
pecially for  groups  who  work  with  young  people  ages  7 through  17. 

Some  4-H  Clubs  cooperate  in  the  UNICEF  activity  to  replace  "Tricks  or 
Treats"  and  turn  possible  destruction  and  pranks  into  benefits  for  all  the 
world’s  children.  A kit,  designed  to  be  helpful  in  planning  such  an  ob- 
servance, is  available  from  the  U.  S.  Committeo  for  UNICEF,  United  Nations, 
N.  Y.  There  is  a small  fee  for  the  kit. 

OPPORTUNITIES  TO  SHARE  - Heifer  Project,  Inc. 

Club  members  can  send  a heifer,  goat,  sheep,  pig,  rabbit,  or  flock  of 
chicks  to  a farm  family  in  a war  torn  or  agriculturally  underdeveloped 
country  through  Heifer  Project.  4-H  Clubs  can  also  work  with  this  inter- 
faith agency  by  raising  young  livestock  for  shipment  overseas  or  contribu- 
ting funds  for  the  purchase  of  animals.  Location  of  the  club  to  USA  sea- 
ports determines  which  method  is  best. 

Heifer  Project,  Inc. , is  making  an  effort  to  secure  50  young  Holstein, 

Brown  Swiss,  or  Jersey  heifer  calves  for  a special  4-H  Club  program  in 
Puerto  Rico.  This  is  an  opportunity  for  a 4-H  Club  in  America  to  extend 
4-H  Club  work  to  some  worthy  boys  and  girls  in  another  area.  For  more  in- 
formation, write  to  Heifer  Project,  Inc.,  New  Windsor,  Maryland. 
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4-H  DAIRY  CONFERENCE  AMD  TOUR 

The  Steering  Committee  arranging  the  program  for  the  first  Annual  4-H  Dairy- 
Conference  and  Tour  in  Chicago,  October  7--11,  reports  things  are  all  set 
up  for  what  should  be  a very  worthwhile  event.  They  have  definite  regis- 
trations for  more  than  70  members.  A few  States  have  indicated  they  plan  to 
send  delegates  and  will  submit  their  names  soon.  There  is  still  time  for 
States  to  make  reservations  by  contacting  the  committee  secretary,  Leon 
McNair  of  the  National  Committee  on  Boys  and  Girls  Club  Work. 

4-H  MARKET  DAYS 

A trend  is  developing  in  many  States  for  holding  junior  marketing  days  in 
contrast  to  4-H  Shows  and  Sales.  Market  days  strengthen  educational  oppor- 
tunities to  help  club  members  become  better  acquainted  with  usual  market 
functions.  A very  successful  market  day  was  held  recently  at  the  Denver 
stockyards  with  members  of  both  4-H  Clubs  and  Future  Farmers  of  America  par- 
ticipating. 

ENTOMQL CGY  COMMITTEE  MEETS 

The  4-H  Club  Entomology  Development  Committee  meeting  was  held  in  Wilmington, 
Delaware,  September  12  and  13.  Particular  attention  was  devoted  to  the 
preparation  of  a Leaders’  Handbook  and  other  literature  for  the  program. 

FIELD  CROPS  PROGRAM  DEVELOPMENT  COMMITTEE 

The  Field  Crops  Committee  really  "made  hay",  when  they  met  in  Washington  for 
their  initial  meeting  September  6-8.  In  addition  to  State  and  Federal  Ex- 
tension workers,  Ty  thompson  and  representatives  of  the  new  donor  of  awards 
participated.  Besides  reviewing  the  present  situation  in  this  area,  which 
includes  over  300,000  4-H  Club  member  projects,  a number  of  recommendations 
were  made  for  strengthening  the  program.  The  recommendations  of  the  com- 
mittee will  be  presented  to  the  Subcommittee  in  November  for  their  guidance. 
Craig  Montgomery  is  the  Committee  chairman 

SILVER  ANNIVERSARY  LETTER  OPENERS 


We  are  still  receiving  inquiries  about  Silver  Anniversary  letter  openers. 

A few  are  still  available  if  someone  particularly  wants  one. 

PROGRESS  REPORT  ON  NATIONAL  CAMP  UNIFORM  FOR  GIRLS 

The  various  pattern  companies  are  now  in  process  of  de-veloping  the  pattern 
for  the  National  Camp  uniform  for  girls.  This  should  be  available  for 
showing  in  pattern  books  about  January.  Miss  Alice  Linn,  and  other  members 
of  the  Uniform  and  Supplies  Committee,  are  cooperating  with  the  pattern 
companies. 
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NEW  FASHION  FABRIC 


Miss  Linn  is  sending  to  Clothing  Specialists  information  about  a new 
fabric,  coming  on  to  the  market,  which  will  probably  be  of  interest  to  4-H 
girls  because  it  uses  a four-leaf  clover  motif.  The  idea  of  such  a fashion 
fabric  was  first  suggested  by  Extension  Clothing  Specialists  in  Texas.  The 
idea  appealed  to  the  Uniform  and  Supplies  Committee.  Through  the  National 
Cotton  Council,  this  suggestion  was  relayed  to  several  fabric  companies. 

So  far,  only  one  compary  has  produced  a fabric  but  there  is  anticipation 
that  one  other  firm  may  do  so. 

The  design  in  the  fabric  uses  a green  clover  but,  of  course,  is  not  the  offi- 
cial emblem  with  the  H!s  in  the  leaves.  To  a Club  member,  it  may  suggest 
identification  with  4-H  and  have  important  meaning.  The  fabric  will  be  sold 
through  regular  retail  outlets. 

Perhaps  you  may  want  to  talk  this  over  with  your  Clothing  Specialist. 

NEW  PROGRAM  IN  "GETTING  THE  MOST  OUT  OF  YOUR  SEWING  MACHINE" 

Each  State  Director  has  now  received  a letter  giving  information  concerning 
the  leader  training  program  in  this  subject,  with  an  opportunity  to  accept 
the  offer.  Accompanying  the  letter,  were  three  sample  pieces  of  educational 
material  now  ready  for  distribution  to  States  accepting  the  program.  These 
were  the  suggested  plans  for  Procedure  in  Conducting  the  Program,  Know  Your 
Sewing  Machine  (for  Club  members'  use),  and  the  4-H  Leaders’  Guide.  The 
other  three  leaflets  planned  by  the  committee  working  on  the  program  will  soon 
be  available  for  distribution. 

Several  States  are  making  plans  to  launch  the  program  this  fall. 

THE  HEALTH  "H"  IN  ACTION 


4-H  Club  members  have  many  opportunities  to  become  more  health  conscious  by 
participating  in  special  health  activities.  Arkansas  featured  a Health 
Fair  in  connection  with  otate  4-H  Club  Week.  The  physical  fitness  and  pos- 
ture of  young  people  were  checked. 

West  Virginia  had  a unique  event  in  connection  with  its  1955  Health  Day  under 
the  theme  "Happy  Minds".  It  was  a community  interest  contest.  4-H  Clubs  en- 
tered a picture  of  a spot  in  their  community  that  they  would  like  to  show  a 
visitor.  These  pictures  - either  historic  or  natural  beauty  spots  were  ac- 
companied by  a 5C-word  description. 

More  than  300  older  girls  and  boys  took  part  in  a personal  grooming  event 
during  the  State  4-H  Camps,  in  West  Virginia. 

A Place  In  The  Sun,  a 4-H  pageant  of  health  was  presented  in  North  Carolina 
during  State  4-H  Club  Week.  It  was  inspired  by  the  song  dedicated  to  4-H 
Clubs  by  Fred  Waring.  The  pageant  was  presented  in  song,  dance,  action  and 
narration. 
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4-H  FELLOWS  BEGIN  THEIR  PROGRAM  IN  WASHINGTON 

We  join  in  welcoming  the  six  4-H  Club  fellows  who  have  arrived  in  Washington 
for  10  months  of  graduate  study  and  professional  improvement.  The  fortunate 
six  for  1955-56  are; 

Doris  McDaniel,  Oklahoma 
Jane  L.  Merry,  New  York 
Willa  E.  Morava,  Nebraska 
Dale  Apel,  Kansas 
George  J.  Broadwell,  Vermont 
Howard  M.  Willson,  Montana 

We  are  impressed  by  the  additional  opportunities  th^t  are  available  since 
the  group  has  been  increased  to  six.  This  fellowship  is  an  effective  way 
to  train  State  staff  prospects.  We  suggest  you  consider  the  bright  young 
agents  in  your  own  State  to  see  if  you  might  have  candidates  for  1956-57. 

Details  of  the  fellowship  program  are  handled  by  Miss  Mery  Louise  Collings 
and  Mr.  Ken  Warner  of  the  Division  of  Extension  Research  and  Training. 

NEWS  OF  OUR  COWORKERS 

Georgia  announces  staff  changes  which  are  aimed  at  strengthening  the  YMW 
program.  R.  J.  Richardson,  former  State  4-H  Leader,  is  now  in  charge  of  the 
YMW  Program.  Hex*  State  4-H  Club  Leader  is  Tommy  Walton,  former  community 
development  specialist  and  for  the  past  year  on  leave  for  graduate  study  at 
Cornell.  The  other  members  of  the  State  4-H  staff  in  Georgia  now  have  the 
title  of  4-H  Club  Leader. 

Miss  Rosemary  Conzemius  becomes  the  new  Associate  State  4-H  Club  Leader  in 

Connecticut.  Sho  begins  her  new  experience  with  an  excellent  Extension 
background  in  Minnesota. 

Ohio  announces  that  Clair  V/.  Young  started  September  1 as  one  of  the  Assistant 
State  4-H  Club  Leaders.  He  was  a county  staff  member  in  the  same  State. 

Miss  Phyllis  E.  Stout  was  recently  appointed  to  the  New  York  staff,  as  one  of 
the  Assistant  State  4-H  Club  Leaders,  filling  the  vacancy  which  arose  when 
Ruth  Ann  Sea cord  Miller  resigned. 

Arthur  A.  Williams.  Field  Agent  in  4-H  Club  Work,  in  Kentucky,  resigned 
June  15,  1955. 

Word  from  Florida  is  that  Bronna  Mae  Elkins  is  now  hard  at  work  after  her 
year  as  a 4-H  Fellow.  Martha  Burdine.  who  replaced  her  for  the  year,  is 
taking  leave  to  work  on  a Master's  degree  at  Florida  State  University. 
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We  are  all  pleased  to  learn  that  Dorothea  Holstein  of  Nebraska  is  making 
progress  and  that  indications  are  that  she  may  be  able  to  leave  St.  Joseph's 
Hospital  in  Alliance,  Nebraska  about  October  1.  Many  4-H  friends  across 
the  country  are  asking  about  Dorothea  and  will  be  pleased  with  her  progress. 

News  from  Wyoming  is  that  Burton  Mansion.  State  Club  leader,  is  in  an  im- 
proved condition  following  recent  hospitalization.  His  illness  caused  him 
to  miss  the  Wj^oming  State  Fair  for  the  first  time  since  he  started  Extension 
work. 

Lenore  Landry  becomes  the  new  State  Clothing  Specialist  in  Wisconsin.  We 
have  enjoyed  working  with  her  during  the  period  she  served  on  the  Wisconsin 
4-H  staff. 

Mildred  Harris  of  Texas  has  resigned  from  the  State  4-H  staff  to  be  married. 
It  is  our  understanding  that  she  will  continue  to  live  in  Texas. 

Minnesota  reports  that  Osgood  Magnuson  is  back  in  full  swing  on  the  4-H  Club 
staff  after  a leave  period,  and  Wisconsin  reports  that  Elizabeth  Davies  is 
now  back  at  work  after  a year  at  Cornell. 

L.  S.  Kurtz  of  New  Mexico  and  Mrs.  Kurtz  stopped  off  in  our  office  enroute 
to  Pakistan.  He  is  on  two-year  leave  from  duties  in  New  Mexico  as  State 
4-H  Club  Leader,  His  address  will  be  - APO  74 j Box  K,  San  Francisco,  Cal- 
ifornia. 

We  join  the  Division  of  Home  Economics  Programs  in  welcoming  Mrs.  Helen  D. 
Turner  as  Home  Economics  field  agent  in  the  Central  States.  She  comes  to  the 
Federal  office  from  Illinois.  Another  welcome  recruit  to  the  Division  of 
Agricultural  Programs  is  George  H.  Enfield.  Extension  Agronomist  in  Soils, 
who  comes  from  Indiana. 

Harley  V.  Cutlip.  former  Club  Agent,  has  been  appointed  Assistant  4-H  Club 
Leader  in  West  Virginia,  with  headquarters  at  the  State  4-H  Camp,  Weston, 

West  Virginia. 

We  Join  in  good  wishes  to  Bob  Scott  who  has  taken  a position  in  Pittsburgh. 

We  have  enjoyed  fine  working  relations  with  Bob  over  a long  period  while  he 
was  associated  with  4-H  electric  programs.  Bob's  new  position  offers  him 
splendid  opportunity  to  develop  a public  relations  department  for  a large 
company. 

J.  P.  SCHMIDT  GOES  TO  INDIA 

A loyal  friend  and  servant  of  4-H  is  leaving  the  staff  of  the  Extension  Ser- 
vice in  Ohio  for  an  assignment  in  India. 

He  will  be  greatly  missed  in  National  4-H  circles.  For  a number  of  years 
J.  P.  has  been  the  key  person  in  guiding  the  delegate  discussions  at  National 
4-H  Camp  and  the  National  4-H  dub  Congress. 

We  all  wish  the  Schmidts  Godspeed  and  good  luck  as  they  venture  forth  into 
this  new  opportunity  of  service. 
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A MEMORIAL  SCHOLARSHIP 

A scholarship  in  recreation  leadership  training,  set  up  in  memory  of 
Lawrence  V.  Loy,  is  available  to  both  professional  and  lay  leaders.  Lawrence 
was  the  former  older  youth  worker  in  Massachusetts. 

Applicants  for  the  scholarship  who  have  a particular  interest  in  folk  and 
square  dancing  will  be  given  priority.  Proceeds  from  ten  Memorial  Festivals 
are  being  used  to  provide  funds  for  the  scholarship. 

GUY  R.  DAVIS  MEMORIAL 


A Guy  R,  Davis  Memorial  Fund  is  being  established  in  Nebraska  in  honor  of 
the  recently  deceased  Assistant  State  4-H  Club  Leader. 

It  is  tentatively  planned  to  use  the  memorial  fund  in  constructing  a camp 
lodge  in  his  memory.  Contributions  may  be  sent  to  Wes  Antes,  108  Agricul- 
tural Hall,  College  of  Agriculture,  Lincoln,  Checks  should  be  made  out  to 
Guy  R.  Davis  Memorial  Fund. 

BULLETINS  AND  OTHER  TCOIS 
Included  with  this  letter  are: 

- A copy  of  the  fine  talk  made  by  Secretary  Benson  to  the  National 
Camp  group.  You  had  part  of  this  on  tape,  but  many  of  you  have 
wanted  the  entire  talk. 

- The  4-H  Recreation  Committee  suggested  that  this  office  assemble 
a list  of  Interstate  Recreation  Training  Laboratories  or  other 
workshop  experiences.  The  enclosed  list  includes  the  events  that 
you  have  recommended,  in  response  to  a request  in  an  earlier  issue 
of  ’'Ideas1’.  In  each  case,  the  host  State  could  give  details  of 
program  content  and  expenses  involved. 

- A Summary  of  Progress  of  ’’Land  Appreciation  Schools  and  Land  Judging". 
This  covers  the  period  1950  through  1954. 

Sfame  New  State  PuhLi cations c. 

"Cotton  Workbook  for  4-H  Club  Members'*  - Arkansas  hrs  prepared  a new  member's 
manual  to  promote  understanding  of  the  methods  used  in  growing  and  harvesting 
cotton.  Subject  matter,  activity  and  record  have  been  combined  to  make  an 
interesting  manual.  The  book  is  outstanding  in  its  inclusion  of  visuals  and 
check-up  techniques. 

"A  4-H  Girl  Cares  for  Her  Room"  and  "Better  Storage  for  My  Room"  are  two  new 
bulletins  Maryland  has  just  published  on  4-H  Home  Management.  Both  bulletins 
are  mimeographed  and  include  activities  that  younger  and  older  members  can 
undertake. 
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ii  series  of  six  bulletins  on  food  preparation  have  recently  been  issued  in 
Missouri:  No.  1,  Snacks  and  Picnic  Foods ; No.  2,  Suppers  and  Breakfasts ; 

No.  3S  Simple  Meals  and  Cook-outs;  No.  4*  Dinners  and  Company  Meals;  No.  5* 
Special  Meals;  and  No.  6,  The  Senior  Cook. 

"Children  Can  Be  Fun”  (Pennsylvania)  has  recently  been  reprinted.  It  contains 
helpful  information  for  Club  members  in  helping  them  to  understand  children 
and  how  to  work  and  play  with  them. 

From  the  Health  Field: 

"Health  Goals  for  Youth"  is  one  of  several  current  booklets  available  from  the 
Metropolitan  Life  Insurance  Company,  One  Madison  Avenue,  New  York  10,  New  York. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  NATIONAL  COMMITTEE 


Once  again,  congratulations  are  very  much  in  order  to  the  National  Committee 
on  Boys  and  Girls  Club  Work  for  their  excellent  annual  report.  I/e  offer 
congratulations  to  this  fine  supporting  group  for  the  wonderful  job  they  have 
done  in  furthering  4-H  Club  work,  and  also  for  the  interesting  way  in  which 
they  have  told  the  story,  through  this  recent  publication. 

SHARING  GOOD  IDBAS  FROM  THE  STATES 

ARIZONA  - Members  Help  Judge  Dress  Revue 

Three  4-H  members  served  on  the  State  dress  revue  judging  committee  along 
with  two  adult  judges.  One  of  the  girls  was  the  previous  year’s  winner  of 
the  event. 

ARKANSAS  - 4-H  Day  at  State  Livestock  Show 

One  day  of  the  Show  is  designated  as  4-H  Day.  Some  6,000  4-H  Club  members  are 
expected  to  participate  in  the  special  programs. 

CALIFORNIA  - Staff  Training  Conferences 

Two  series  of  training  opportunities  are  planned  for  county  staff  members. 

In  September,  a series  of  regional  meetings  will  bring  4-H  Home  Advisers 
(home  demonstration  agents)  up  to  date  on  current  recommendations  in  clothing, 
food  preparation  and  food  preservation  projects.  A series  of  six  area  4-H 
training  conferences  in  October,  for  all  county  workers  with  a youth  assign- 
ment, features  topics  relative  to  policies  and  methods  of  conducting  4-H  work. 

COLORADO  - Advisory  Committee  for  4-H  Foods  Bulletins 

Colorado  joins  the  ranks  of  States  who  are  using  project  advisory  committees 
to  consider  needs  in  4-H  bulletins.  Their  foods  advisory  committee  includes 
three  State  Extension  workers,  three  home  demonstration  agents,  and  six 
local  leaders.  Recently,  Dr.  Evelyn  Blanchard  met  with  this  advisory  com- 
mittee to  consider  procedures  that  might  need  to  be  followed  to  bring  4-H 
foods  projects  up  to  date. 
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FLORIDA  - Staff  Training 

The  annual  Extension  conference  just  completed  included  three  important 
features  on  4-H  Club  work: 

a.  Talk  and  discussion  on  Leadership  Development 

in  4-H  Club  Work 

b.  Panel  discussion  on  the  relation  of  4-H  Club 

Work  and  Far.?  and  Home  Development 

c.  Showing  of  the  4-H  Club  movie,  "The  Town  that  Came  Back" 

Future  plans  include  a series  of  area  planning  and  training  meetings  for 
County  Extension  Agents. 

INDIANA  - Tour  to  Washington 

64  older  4-H  Club  members  are  to  be  in  Washington  this  week  on  an  annual 
educational  tour.  This  has  become  a keenly  anticipated  event  in  the  Indiana 
Club  program. 

MASSACHUSETTS  • Regional  Junior  Leader  Event 

Six  New  England  States  joined  in  a concentrated  junior  leadership  event, 
with  Massachusetts  as  host  State.  Workshops  in  many  phases  of  4-H  leader- 
ship were  an  important  part  of  the  daily  program.  This  was  carried  on 
in  connection  with  the  40th  Annual  State  4-H  Club  Week.  A symbolic  candle- 
lighting ceremony  climaxed  the  program. 

MISSISSIPPI  - All  Stars 

Mississippi's  4-H  All  Stars  were  hosts  for  an  interstate  conference  which 
included  delegates  from  eight  States — Maryland,  Virginia,  West  Virginia, 
Tennessee,  Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire  and  Rhode  Island. 

MONTANA  - State  Meeting  with  Vocational  Education 

The  State  4-H  Staff  took  the  initiative  in  inviting  Vocational  Agriculture 
and  Home  Economics  Supervisors  and  Teacher  Trainers  to  join  in  a meeting  to 
discuss  ways  of  working  together.  The  group  agreed  that  friendly  discussion 
sessions  were  important  to  continued  good  relationships.  To  help  guide  new 
workers  in  both  groups,  members  decided  to  draft  a positive  statement  of  the 
many  ways  for  cooperation.  Plans  were  made  for  a follow-up  meeting  in 
February. 

NORTH  DAKOTA  - Leader  Participation 

During  State  Leadership  Conference,  first  week  in  November,  leaders'  partici- 
pation will  be  featured.  Local  leader  delegates  from  each  county  are  to  come 
prepared  to  report  successful  techniques,  activities,  or  events  that  they 
have  used  in  their  counties  and  found  to  be  successful. 
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TENNESSEE  ~ In-Service  Training  School 

Fifty  staff  members  participated  in  the  Second  Annual  In-Service  Training 
School,  Four  main  sections  were  conducted:  Leadership  taught  by  Mrs. 

Jewell Fessenden  of  FES,  Discussion  Leadership  by  J.  P.  Schmidt;  Public 
Policy  by  Dr.  Robert  Spitze  of  University  of  Tennessee;  and  Human  Relations 
by  George  Foster. 

TEXAS  - More  Community  Clubs 

Director  Gibson,  in  a talk  on  building  on  our  opportunities,  at  the  Texas 
Home  Demonstration  Association  meeting  in  August  said,  !,More  4-H  Clubs  are 
operating  on  a community  basis  today  than  ever  before.  We  have  long  known 
that  4-H  Clubs  do  their  best  work  close  to  home  as  a part  of  the  community... 
As  we  look  at  our  opportunities  today,  none  are  brighter  than  the  ones 
provided  through  4-K  Clubs... As  Indicated  earlier,  4-H  Club  work  is  one 
side  of  our  triangle.  Success  is  in  proportion  to  the  leadership  provided 
by  the  people  of  the  community  along  with  Extension  agents.  Based  upon 
the  combined  experience  of  local  leaders  and  extension  workers,  we  are  con- 
tinuing to  appraise  4-H  Club  work  in  Texas  for  the  purpose  of  strengthening 
this  program  in  an  effort  to  render  greater  service  to  more  people." 

WEST  VIRGINIA  - Anniversary  of  Camping 

The  40th  Anniversary  of  4-H  Camping  in  West  Virginia  is  being  observed. 

The  first  organized  Camp  was  held  at  Elkwater  from  July  29-3l>  1915.  West 
Virginia  is  paying  tribute  to  County  Agricultural  Agent  J.  V.  Shipman  and 
his  wife,  who  organized  Camp  Good  Luck. 

Our  staff  planning  conference  on  Labor  Day  weekend  helped  us  to  set  our 
sights  on  new  and  renewed  opportunities  for  us  to  work  with  you  for  more  and 
better  4~H  Club  programs.  We  look  forward  to  busy  fall  schedules,  where 
we  shall  team  up  with  many  of  you,  and  to  continued  cooperative  activities 
in  the  months  to  come. 


Sincerely  yours, 


/ 


E.  W.  Aiton,  Director  * 
4-H  Club  and  YMW  Programs 


Associate  Leaders: 


Tena  Bishop 


George  Foster 


Mylo  Downey 
C'.  C.  Lang 


Lloyd  Rutledge 
•Fern  Shipley  (Editor) 
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